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Welcome + agreements
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Land recognition statement
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The city of La Crosse occupies the ancestral lands of the Ho-Chunk, who 
have stewarded this land since time immemorial. Today we give our thanks 
to our Ho-Chunk community members and their ancestors for their 
stewardship of the land on which we live, work, and grow.

What we now call the city of La Crosse occupies land that was once a prairie 
that was home to a band of Ho-Chunk. In 1830, President Andrew Jackson 
signed the Indian Removal Act with the intent to forcibly and violently 
remove Indigenous peoples from their ancestral lands located east of the 
Mississippi River to occupied territory west of the river. 
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Beginning in the 1830s through the 1870s, the Federal Government 
conducted a series of eleven attempts to forcibly remove local Ho-Chunk to 
reservations in Iowa, Minnesota, South Dakota, and finally to Nebraska. 
However, many Ho-Chunk found their way back to their homelands. 

It was during this removal period (1830s-1870s) that the Ho-Chunk’s 
ancestral lands were first platted for colonizers. On these plats, houses and 
buildings were constructed. Over the course of the next 150+ years, the Ho-
Chunk faced discrimination when trying to rent or buy homes on land that 
was stolen from them. 
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According to the City of La Crosse’s 2019 Fair Housing Analysis, there are a 
total of four homes owned by Native Americans in the City of La Crosse, 
compared to over 10,000 homes owned by white individuals. 
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o Stay engaged

o Expect to experience discomfort

o Expect & accept a lack of closure



Agreements
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o Recognize that La Crosse (or your community) is not an outlier from 

national trends, nor exceptional, when it comes to predictable difficulties 

finding and maintaining safe, affordable housing

o Be attentive to our history as a way to understand the present and 

prepare for the future



The state of housing in La Crosse
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Small group share 

Beyond the Blueprint
 

2025 Habitat for Humanity Midwest Regional Conference

o What’s the state of housing in your community?

o Does your local data look similar or different? 



Understanding our local history
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Indication La Crosse was a Sundown Town
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In 1980, the U.S. Census reportedly listed La Crosse as the 5th whitest 
metropolitan area in the nation

This is despite Hmong immigration beginning in the late 1970s; census 
data skewed

Indication La Crosse was a Sundown Town
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In 1980, the U.S. Census reportedly listed La Crosse as the 5th whitest 
metropolitan area in the nation

This is despite Hmong immigration beginning in the late 1970s; census 
data skewed

Indication La Crosse was a Sundown Town

Content warning on next slide: racist language









Small group share 
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o Does your community share some of this history?

o Why should we care about our history?



Local government + community response



Hessel, Susan T. We Need 
a Roof Over Our Heads: 
The Story of the La Crosse 
Housing Authority.

La Crosse Tribune, 
13 January 1938









La Crosse Tribune, 1987-1988; La Crosse - Ordinances - Zoning Clipping File, LPL Archives.



Poster exhibit + reflection
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o Explore primary sources on the posters

o Use Primary Source Notepad to guide your reflection



Next steps
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‹#›

Calls to action

place image
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Education + outreach

place image
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‹#›

Advancing Black Homeownership grant

place image
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With grant funding, our affiliate aims to: 

❑Assess homeownership application experience

❑Host DEIB trainings with staff and board

❑Share findings publicly



Take it back home!
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Learn about racial discrimination in your 
community

place image
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o Public libraries

o City, county, or state historical society

o Local college or university

Mapping Inequality Mapping Prejudice Sundown Towns by State



Thank you!
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Contact me

Natalie Heneghan 

Natalie@habitatlacrosse.org
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