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Land recognition statement

The city of La Crosse occupies the ancestral lands of the Ho-Chunk, who
have stewarded this land since time immemorial. Today we give our thanks
to our Ho-Chunk community members and their ancestors for their
stewardship of the land on which we live, work, and grow.

What we now call the city of La Crosse occupies land that was once a prairie
that was home to a band of Ho-Chunk. In 1830, President Andrew Jackson
signed the Indian Removal Act with the intent to forcibly and violently
remove Indigenous peoples from their ancestral lands located east of the
Mississippi River to occupied territory west of the river.
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Land recognition statement

Beginning in the 1830s through the 1870s, the Federal Government
conducted a series of eleven attempts to forcibly remove local Ho-Chunk to
reservations in lowa, Minnesota, South Dakota, and finally to Nebraska.
However, many Ho-Chunk found their way back to their homelands.

It was during this removal period (1830s-1870s) that the Ho-Chunk's
ancestral lands were first platted for colonizers. On these plats, houses and
buildings were constructed. Over the course of the next 150+ years, the Ho-
Chunk faced discrimination when trying to rent or buy homes on land that
was stolen from them.
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Land recognition statement

According to the City of La Crosse’s 2019 Fair Housing Analysis, there are a
total of four homes owned by Native Americans in the City of La Crosse,
compared to over 10,000 homes owned by white individuals.
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Agreements
o Stay engaged

o EXxpect to experience discomfort

o EXxpect & accept a lack of closure
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Agreements

o Recognize that La Crosse (or your community) is not an outlier from
national trends, nor exceptional, when it comes to predictable difficulties
finding and maintaining safe, affordable housing

o Be attentive to our history as a way to understand the present and
prepare for the future
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The state of housing in La Crosse
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City of La Crosse 1999 Census 2020 Census

Number of owner-occupied units 9,198 10,610

Median home value $85,100 $183,300

% spending 30% or more on

housing 18% 13.6%
Number of renter-occupied units 10,380 11,661
Median monthly rent $449 $941
% spending 30% or more on rent 36.2% 44 .1%*
Minimum wage $5.15/hour $7.25/hour
Median salary (county) $39,483 $46,438

*24.7% spend more than 50% of income on rent
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Price Changes: January 2000 to June 2022

Selected US Consumer Goods and Services, Wages

Hospital Services (219.8%)

200% -
MORE College Tuition and Fees (178.2%)
EXPENSIVE Coll Textbooks (162.4%
160% - olleqge Textbooks (162.4%)
Medical Care Services (130.3%)
120% -

Childcare and Nursery School (115.4%)

Average Hourly Wages (99.6%)
Food and Beverages (82.3%)

Housing (80 .4%)

80% -
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New Cars (21.0%)
/ Household Furnishings/Operations (12.5%)

0% N e e Clothing (-2.1%)
‘\\\ e s
-40% H \ Cellphone Services (-40.8%)
MORE R

§ — -OMpULer Software (-70.5%)
-80% - o i Toys (-72.4%)
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TABLE 10 — HOMEOWNERSHIP AND RENTAL RATES BY RACE AND ETHNICITY

City of La Crosse

La Crosse County

Race/Ethniciy Owner Renter Home-. Owner Renter Home-.
Households Households DI Households Households Doy
Rate Rate
Non-Hispanic
White 10,185 9,330 52.2% 28,970 14,795 66.2%
Black 0 245 0.0% 40 284 12.3%
Asian 265 320 45.3% 674 645 51.1%
Native American 4 120 3.2% 52 105 33.1%
Other 4 80 4.8% 78 145 35.0%
Hispanic 105 125 45.7% 269 285 48.6%
Total 10,565 10,220 50.8% 30,083 16,259 64.9%

Note: Data presented are number of households, not individuals.

Source: CHAS

2018-2022 Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice
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TABLE 11 ~ LOAN APPROVAL RATES BY RACE AND ETHNICITY IN LA CROSSE AND MONROE COUNTIES, 2013 - 2017

Applicant Race and Ethnicity

All

Applicant Income -Lati :
ppli Non-Latino Applicants

Latino
White Black Asian Other

Home Purchase Loans

Low Completed Applications 3,107 23 104 31 40 3,305
Income Denial Rate 15.0% 34.8% 22.1% 25.8% 22.5% 15.5%
Middle Completed Applications 2,239 11 68 26 29 2,373
Income Denial Rate 9.2% 9.1% 11.8% 15.4% 10.3% 9.4%
High Completed Applications 2,642 - 56 22 32 2,761
Income Denial Rate 5.6% 22.2% 5.4% 13.6% 6.3% 5.7%

All Completed Applications 7,988 43 228 79 101 8,439

LU LU Denial Rate 10.3% 25.6% 14.9% 19.0% 13.9% 10.6%
Home Refinance Loans
Low Completed Applications 3,110 4 72 19 37 3,242
Income Denial Rate 28.3% 25.0% 37.5% 57.9% 37.8% 28.8%
Middle Completed Applications 2,398 6 40 13 31 2,488
Income Denial Rate 19.5% 50.0% 32.5% 38.5% 16.1% 19.9%
High Completed Applications 3,206 16 43 14 30 3,309
Denial Rate 14.8% 50.0% 9.3% 21.4% 30.0% 15.0%
All Completed Applications 8,714 26 155 46 98 9,039
L L= U Denial Rate 20.9% 46.2% 28.4% 41.3% 28.6% 21.3%

Note: “Completed applications” includes applications that were approved but not accepted, denied, and approved with a loan oniginated. It does not
included applications withdrawn by the applicant or closed for incompleteness.

Data Source: FFIEC 2013-2017 Home Mortgage Disclosure Act Data, Accessed via www.consumerfinance gov/data-research/hmda
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Small group share

o What's the state of housing in your community?

o Does your local data look similar or different?
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Understanding our local history

|
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The Ho-Chunk and their BENCHMARK POPULATION &

ancestors have lived here

o e st 1000 v COLONIZATION MOVEMENTS

(12,000 BCE - today)
YEAR Total population

1860 3,860

Eastern U.S. migrants, 1841
Black American migrants,

and European immigrants 1870 7785
(1840s - 1890s)

: o : 1880 14,505
Syrian/Lebanese immigration
(1890s - 1910s) 1900 1890 25,000
1900-1920 28,895 - 30,421
1930 39,614

Cuban immigration

(1980) 1940 42,707
HMoob immigration

1950-2020 47,535 - 52,680
(1970s - 1990s)

2000
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BLACK POPULATION

1910 | 0.002%

1930 | 00009%

1980 , 0.003%

2000 16%

2020 " 245%
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BLACK POPULATION

Indication La Crosse was a Sundown Town

1910 I 0.002%

1930 | 00009%

1980 | 0003%

2020 245%
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BLACK POPULATION

Indication La Crosse was a Sundown Town

1910 | 0.002%

1930 1 00009%

1980 0.003% — In 1980, the U.S. Census reportedly listed La Crosse as the 5th whitest

metropolitan area in the nation

This is despite Hmong immigration beginning in the late 1970s; census
data skewed

2000 1.6%

2020 2.45%
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BLACK POPULATION

1852-1906 1-2% (on average)
_ Indication La Crosse was a Sundown Town

1910 0.002%

1920 0.001%

1930 0.0009%

1950 0.0006%

1980 0.003% _ In 1980, the U.S. Census reportedly listed La Crosse as the 5th whitest
metropolitan area in the nation

1990 0°007% This is despite Hmong immigration beginning in the late 1970s; census
data skewed

2000 1.6%

2010 2.3%

2020 2.45%
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500 MEMBERS IN
~ LA CROSSE, IS CLAIM
~ OF KU KLUX HEAD

t
King Kleagle of Wisconsin Says
Order Has 15,000 Members
in the Entire State

~

NegtoﬁSues Hotel
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. 4 cuit court that the Northern Hot
'ORGANIZERS WERE IN CITY company, a corporation, used
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Plans also Afoot for Organizing Jocal hotel on June 8, 1946, Tat
‘ WOmen's Au‘iliary « ..-"i" maint i?."’i 2.“.&2 'K' W

’ —

wr
-

an emplove of the hot

7 iE Kun Klux Klan

rollment of more
members in the state
500 of them in La Crg
|to figures given out
- Wieseman, king Kleagly
'with headquarters |
‘Wf'e'aemah has just re
,consin from a confer
 kleagles at the nationa
iin Atlanta, Ga.

Busy Here for

Organizers for the
' have* been busily en
Crosse for the past s|
particularly active me|!
' paign was staged last
' early in the fall, two |

City ‘Out OFBoundS’
For Negro Soldiers

Because of the attempted at-
'tacks on La Crosse young women
Saturday night, the city has been
placed on the “out of bounds™ list
for all Negro Soldiers at Camp
McCoy, except sergeants who live
| several months_while|| i the city.
|Yas at its height. TH  Pglice were notified of the or-
put throush systematil der Monday night by camp au-
business was thorougl thorities, Four sergeants who re-
for b e |l Side in the city with their families
D er with 2 fna| Will be permitted the freedom of
(the effort to obtain mq the city by their commanding of-
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NIGGER NATHAN HILL

Mother of Pack Numbered
Among the Slain; Seven

Fall Before Hunters
George R. Childers, 1027 Jackson

wolf Sunday near Nigger Nathan hill.
This makes the seventh wolf killed
in that vicinitiy in the past few
weeks. The Sacia brothers, Percy
and Cleve, and Ole LLund and Herman
Koenig, all of Galesville, got the
‘other six, the Sacias getting four and
'Lund and Koenig one each. The
animal Childers shot was a female
and is believed to have been the
mother of the pack. Hunters are of
the opiniom that one and mayvbe two
more cubs are left., Childers was not
hunting for wolves, but was on the!
'trail, of some birds when the old
iwolt crossed his path a short dis- |
tance ahead of him._ He let both
barrels go and the wolf dropped.

-
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Wieseman, the king ki ~ TG
'Racine is second with a klan number-
ing more than 2.000. Madison has



salzer Land Company )
to ) PROTECTIVE COVENANTS AND RESTRICTIONS

The Public )

PROTECTIVE COVENANTS AND RESTRICTIONS
APPLICABLE TO CLIFFVIEW ADDITIQY TO THE
CITY OF LA'CROSSE, LA CROSSE COUNTY, WISCOHS]N

For the-benefit of the respective owners Of Lo$s or parcels of land located in Cliffview Addition to
the City of La Crosse, the following restrictions and covenants shall apply to all lots in saiadt addition,
and shall run with the lend and be binding on all owners of said property until January 1, 1966, at which
time said covenants shall be automatically extended for successive periods of ten years each unless by a
vote of a majority of the then owners of the lots it is agreed to change said covenants in whole or in part.

If the parties hereto or any of them or their heirs or assigns shall violate or attempt to violate any
of the covenants herein contained, it shall be lawful for any other person or persons owning any real prop=-
erty situated in said addition to prosecute any proceedings at law or in equity against the person or per-

DACR LllC.
(e) No noxious or offensive trade or activity shall be carried on upon any lot, nor 'shall anything be
done thereon which may be or become an annoyance or nuisance to the neighborhood. '
(f) No trailer, basement, tent, shack, garage, barn or other outbuilding erected in this Addition shall
at any time be used as a residence, temporarily or permanently, nor shall any structure of a temporary char-

(g) No person of any race other than the white race shall use or occupy any building or any lot, except

that this covenant shall not prevent occupancy by domestic servants or employees of a different race who may
be domici{ed with the owner or tenant.

following lots in this tract, to-wit: All lots in Blocks One (1) T™wo (2), Three (3) and Four (4), and Lots
Une (1) to Eleven (11), inclusive, in Block Five (5). Mo dwelling costing less than Thirty-five Hundred
($3500.00) Dollars shall be permitted on any of the other lots in this tract. The ground floor area of the
main structure, exclusive of one story open porches and garages shall be not less than six hundred fifty
square feet in the case of a one story structure and not less than four hundred fifty square feet in the
case of a one and one-half or two story structure.

(1) An easement is reserved over the rear two and one-half feet of each lot for utility installation
and maintenance, and any easements shown upon the recorded plat are likewise reserved. The easement for
this purpose as to Lots Three (3) to Six (6), inclusive in Block Seven (7) shall be five feet in lieu of two
and one-half feet. '

Company, and as their free act and deed for.the uses therein mentioned.

Russell P, Peacock
“Notary Public,
Notary Public-LaCrosse County,Wis. La Crosse County, Wisconsin.
My commission expires liy Gommission Expires Feb.7, 1943

wssell P

Peacoch
ota ?u sc\\
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Small group share

o Does your community share some of this history?

o Why should we care about our history?
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Local government + community response

The Y Orosse Tribune
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PRICE FIVE CENTS

Approve Housing Authority Here

~—

| Mavecales Artien

The Rt. Rev. Magr. Alpharse N
| Schuh, chairman of the housing
commttee of the Cemtral Comsnedl
of Social Agencees, 1oid the alder-
maon that the council st epen
U wuy f umwedsste sction s o
e talen

It cwn e Duilt
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%
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i

newspaper clippengs w
cities i Wisounsin are

i

concerned with the bulldings of
the Sixth service command in ors
der fo eliminate red tape, Steven-
son sabd, “I'll take off my cont and
£9 o bat for it tamocrow ™

City Clork Fred Krumer ve.
minded the council .that the city
had aready written lettors relative

the Iand comcerned, e

-]

yeurs ngo, and that agency turned |
it ever 1o the war department,
which s now in the process of

i Ludding 1o sccommodate 75 fam - “This will be » Godeend to same  _, Loy Stevens Pt 2% fve ‘wrning It back
r Hes ot u cowt of from 5300 to $708  af the boys M.l—: tr cix-rovm dwellings. The city began on Aug. 31 %o try
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include a Living room large enough  plenty of houses will be Bullt M iy that o entage of 12 million  APpoinied By Mayer
Will'l’ to provide fer extra slesping material i» made avallable. We exuls i the United Creation of the housing authori-
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ments with two bedrooms aIe 18- sany Share Memes "M""""'m.m © the Lenham %Wmmmm m Frod
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Urged By

Progreas being made by the Cen-
tral Council of Social Agencies In
its current study of poor housing
conditions in La Crocce was
od by the Rev. A N. Schuh, -
man of the council’s howslng cotmn-
| rmitiew, as the organization held its
| manthly dinner session at the Trane

and protection

bealth.” Pather Schuh .
All social agencies in the central

| are now engaged in surveys and the

| making of maps in an effort to de-
| termiine sress In this city whcrcr
| low -tncome families are obliged
to Hve in structures unfit for humanf
Babilation
Presented at the mesting War &
lecter from Max Raskin, president
| of the Milwaukee Houning council,
which be offered his assistance 10
the local Social Agencies Council
| or to any other Jocal body Interest- |
ed in the rublect of houxing
Conditions In La Crosse
“In La Crosse you have the usual |
picture of cities that are
ts meoet the housing problem with
thelr own mesans and through pri-
vate capital.” Raskin wrote,
“The fact 1» that situations of that
kind have moved the federal gov-
lernment tn establish & United
[ States housing autharity under the|
| Wagner-Steagall act. Through this |
law 1t is possible to bulld homes. |
either single or multiple, for the|
lowest Income groums '
“tInder this act. the federal gov-
esrnrnent will Joan 00 per cent of the
tstal ot of the project st about 3
per cent inlerest for s period no
greater than 80 years: the other 10
per crnt must be raised within your
own localit
“Iin ocder 1o insure low rents for
these projects, the federal governs
et further, under this law, cone|
sonts to subsidize the deficit or the
difference bstween the gross in-
come and the economic rent to the |

exient of A0 per cent. The other 20}
i cent ) t be ralsed annually by |
YVArious et ™ the rdw! PUN-
3 i iR tax re
T " 1 “r s - |
3 ' LR . ¢ “.‘l
| f -t
4 | wiore L0 council

—
-

| housing. He presented the view that

[ tions that menace the health and |

Better Housing Conditions

Social Agencies

ery dollar spent in 1. rem-
edial messures will prove an in-
vestment of extraordinary socisl|
economic value” -
Pointing out that the most un-
portant American nstitgtion 1s
the American home and American
home and Americal family, Ram-
say stresscd the fact that no condi-
jon is so destructive to home and
family life ss the condition of bad

£

“it is & primary obhﬁuhm of our
citizenship and of all public au-
thorities 1o provide for every fam-
jly. decent, livable housing condi-

tions,
Lax In Their Duly
“Most cities have been lax In
their duty 1o get rid of unfit hous- |
ing,” Ramsay sald, “"One of the!
reasons has always been that there

seomed no prospect for betler
dwellings for low-income families
After all, they had to have some

piace Lo sta)y
The Wagner-Stzagall program
1d be able 1o break this vicious |
irele. Ax It stands now the federal
requires demolition rube-;an!:.ul-|
ly equal 1o new development,
wt i promise serious adminise |
wrative difficulties :
“Rut in many other fields invelv- |
ing health, security and general
wellure of the community we cme-
ploy severe measures in the public
interest. There must be no excuse
for the tolerance of houning condi-

morals of the families cohcerned.™ |

A guest of the Central Council
Wednesday night was A, L. Revurn
member of the Catholic Big Brother

La Crosse Tribune,
13 January 1938

-~ rooms--is evidence of the
- critical housing situation in
- La Crosse. The house (left)

is the center of interest in

ibglnm fnjt'h"y.;mg,’

Artis, 214

- hoitz household number 10
~as do also those of the Artis
~ family. Buchholtz is a vet-
~eran of World War II and .
- Artis of World War I,

_ ter. Members of the B
Hessel, Su

a Roof Oy,
The Story
Housing #

Isan T. We Need
er Our Heads:
of the La Crosse
\uthority.




RECORDED July 25 1949 st 2:05 P. M.

City Clerk, La Crosse Wisconazin )
t ) MgessEr Reilodium
)

1%~
Toe Public IR
- CERTIPICATE OF DOCMENT ON FILE
- -.-———-—-—--—l-i-.-—-———-—.' = ‘
: STATE OF WISCONSIN Jes.

SN B -

.m;_. __3_ . o County of La Crosse, City of La Crosse )

I, Fo Lo Kramer, City Olerk for the City and State aforesaid, do heredy certify that I have compared

! the foregoing copy with the original resolution adopted by the Common Council of the ity of La Crosse,
‘ January 11, 1546, on file in this office; that it i3 & correct transcript therefrom, and of the whole thereof.
p IN TESTIMONY WIEREOF, I have hereunto sct my hand and official seal of said €ity, this 2Tth day of
July, A. D 1549,
F. L. Kramer
Y Coy o City Clerk
ba Coasre ‘
N 2 " RESOLUTION
o Q Woatews « )
o 8 ‘{ » BS IT HESOLVED by the commom Doquncil of the City of La Crosse that
CeTrRvED " " 2 % < WHEREAS, the Mayors Special Conmittes of the City of La Crosse has held a public hesring in the Common
CITY o L8 cealse NEOVDL Faa OiND 5 3§ S - Council Chambers in the City Hall in the City of La Crosse on the 8th day of Janwary, 1946 at which time the
(SR W ) Q 6 pablic was invited to be heard for and against the establishment of § housing authority,
= & AND WHEREAS, a great miny organizations and individuals expres#their ideas to the hotsing conditions
[N within the City of La Crosse and testified to facts relating thereto,
G ’ AND WHEREAS, it appesars to the Common Council as the resalt of such hearing and as the result of
the \mouhdcntor housing conditicns existing A(h&r. the City of 1a Crosse ¢h the part of esch alderman
that the housing conditions within the City of La “rosse are bad. ; .
AND WHEREAS, it appears that for a great nusber of years, the com(ry_MsAbam in A depressed mw‘uonA

AND WHEREAS, little or no building has been dome during the period of Werld'War 2,
NON THEREFORE, the Common Council does hereby find that there exists a condition within the City

of La Crosse wvith relation to housing as follows:

> 1. That there are unsanitary or unsafe dwelling conditions exsting within the City.

2, That there is a shortage of safe or sanitory dwelling comditions in the City svailable to persons
of low income st rentals which Lthey oan afford,

3. That an urgent necessity exists to provide homes for returning veterans and for Yeterans who
vizh to come to the City of la Crosse for the purpose of procuring an education.

NOW THEREFORE, by virtue of the establishment of the above facts, be it resolved by the Common
Council of the City of La Crosse that there is a need for an authority to fumction in the Cityfor the
purpose of stterpting to alleviate such inmproper hcusing conditions and to supply additional housing conditibnms)
for the low income groups and for retuming veterans.

e OE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a housing authority be kmown os the ™HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF
LA CROSSE™ bo, and the same is hereby established under the PHOUSING AUTHORITY LAW OF THE STATE OF WISOOMSINF
=d that such authority is heredy vested with all of the rights, privileges, powers and dutien of the "HOUSING
AUTHORITY LAW OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN,®

Recorded July 27 1949 at 3:05 P. M.

City Clerk, La Crosse Wisconsin)
to

JRESOLUTION
* The Public )

CERTIFICATE OF DOCUMENT ON FILE
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Lots In Verchota Addition to the southeastern section of the several years ago and grading and installation of utilities was com- & . -
city are being offered for sale by the city through the La Crosse pleted last year. The plat is part of the old Salzer airport, which the & P ot
housing authority. Plans for the development of this area started | city has been holding since the field was abandoned in the early 30's,

One Of The Many Plans available for homes on the Salzer
airport plat, proposed by Frank Schwalbe and Son, contractors, is
shown here. The exteriors are in varied designs so that monotony
of construction will be eliminated. All homes in the plan have at
least two bedrooms, some have three.

5




By SUSAN T. HESSEL
Of the Tribune staf!

NWO’IWW
l|| project are claimi
“undesizables.” not elder wln
be housed there.

“The real reason behind thi
housing Is they are trying lo
shove undesitables onto  owr
community and we are suppased
to mother and father them. '
sald Mitchell Klody. 60, of 2165
Green Bay St

Klody was speaking to a group
of about 25 persorm at the home
of Gerald Johnston. 2160 Green

desirables Kiody said the nesgh-

talking about laafers and irre-
sponsible people that will be a
detriment 1o the commumity
None of the neighibors object
1o having elderly and handi-
capped persons in the nesghbor
hood, Klody said but they fecl
single family bouses are prelera:
ble to large hgh-rise or mid-rise
buildings
“I'm against all hsgh nses
he said. especially five story
ona in front of my house
neghbon met to organize
a proposed La Crosse
llo-m Authority 100-unit mid-
rise building for low and middie
income edderly and  handi-
nmd
ﬂwy have hired !h\ld Jomm
# La Crosse lawyer. to help fight
the project. claiming they would
fight it to the Supreme Court ¢t
necessary
“Once you Lake the first step
bet's walk the rest of the mile
Let's not Jet them bulldoze us
the next time we go down to City
Hall." Klody saud
© The building. » Green Hay
Street and Hyde Avenue wauld
be west of the Naval Reserve
Tralning Center on land now
owned by the city
A preliminary plan calls for &
four-to-five floor structure
The City Plan Commassion
and the Common Council's High-
ways, Properties and Utilities
Committee, last week rtecom-
mendd that the city transfer the
land to the authority. It goes to
the full Council this week
Willis Knight, 2161 Hyde Ave.
said they are not against housing

_for the aging

Protest leader — Mitchell Klody urges neighbors to band
together to block a proposed public housing project at

We hre against it in this par-
nnnluphn We have been told
that neighbors around other high
. love them after they are

There are other places in

dents
“It i strictly for the elderly or
who meet the Social Se-
curity definition of handicapped.
total disabilitys" said Becker.

who was not al the meeting.

Becker said 95 per cent of the
residents (n housing authority
bui are lfe-long city resi-
dents he said the authority
is required to leave ome apart-
ment in the newly completed
Forest Park high rise open for a
minority person meeting the
qualifications for that building
for the elderly

Efforts to find a manority per-

' son have been unsuccessful so
_ far_hesad

Becker said the property own-

. ers may be organizing for no-

thing City Atty John Flamagan
is researching the covenants. 1f
they exist. the authority will
have to find another location. he

. sad

On Harborview. Becker said
he personally would support
construction there. but that
would have to be approved by
the Council That area would
mean there would be ample
shopping and transpartation for

28—LaCrosse Tribune, Sunday, September 4, 1977

Housing unit protested;
'‘Undersirables’ feared

o
g
.“3' w

Dich Raniner of Ine Tripene val

Green Bay Street and Hyde Avenue The get-together
was held in vard of Gerald Johnston. 2160 Green Bay §;

the elderly and handicapped
That area does not have a full-
seTvice grocery store

He said the location on Green
Bay Street has two close shop-
ping centers There are stop-
lights at Green Bay Street and
State Raad, which would enable
those persons 1o cross the street.

On the question of property
valoes, Becker sawd adjacent
land has actually gone up in val-
ue As an example he men
woned, & recent aoquisition of &
lot and home between Stoffel
Court. Stokke Tower and Becker
Plaza

That home, which he said was
httle more than a “shack’™ was
purchased for a parking lot for
$27500 He snd its value o
creased from $5.000 about five
years ago

If there are no restrictive cov-
enants, the Council may have to
approve the land transfer by a
two-thirds vote

Such a vote u required il 60
per cent of the legal objectors
(those living within 100 feet) sign
notarized lorms opposing the
project

1f the land is transferred, 1t
will still have to be rezoned from
residential to multiple dwelling
to allow the project's comstruc-
tion

Alderman Lee Foley (8th
Qist ), who opposes the project
saud the group's strength may be
in the ohjertors .

“To get something through
the Council on a two-thirds vote
15 really something down there.
especially 1f it s an emotional
subject.’” Foley told the group

He suggested that the neigh-
bors call any aldermen and ap-
pear in numbers at the Commit-
tee of the Whole Tuesday and
full Council Thursday

“You still kave a voice down
there, especially if you have
numbers.” he said
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e 2160 Green Bay St. was
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This was the site of the proposed
housing development described above.

Origins of low-cost renters querie

By RITA PACYNA
Of the Tribune Stall

Is La Cronse allowing non-resi-
dents Into its Jow-cost howsing

units?

Alderman Keith Ellison (6th
Dist.) asked the question, but
ran Into a roadblock in trying to
find an answer

Angle Weimerslage, executive
director of the La Crosse Hous-
ing Authority, sald the board of
commissioners wants a legal
opinkon before it gives out the lo-
formation

Ellison doesn't understand
why the opinion i= necessary.
“An elected official should have
the right to know," Ellison re-

N‘s’n. Welmerslage sald the
commissioners did not want to
refease the information since the
files of those who apply for hoas-

ing occupancy are confidential
In response to whether the condi-
dentiality applles to the appli
cants” place of origin as well &
Lheir names, she said
1 doa't know. I'm not an at-
torney.”™
She has requested an opinion
fram the Housing and Urban De

== pr——

Reluted editorial, ""Housing
question,” an page 4.
velopment Authority, Mrs Wei-
merslage said, but hasn't re
ceived & response,

Ellison is raising the question
because be says La Crosse has
fulfilled the neod for public
housing for it residents, and
that the La Crasse Housing Au-
therity &8 now monopolizing the
lederal program.

“Why should we keep bullding
i we've satisfied the neads?"' E}

Hson said.

He cootends that if the resis
dents being served by the units
are from surrounding towns of
Shelby, Campbell or Onalaska
and the oty of Onalaska, then
those municipslities should be
the ones building the units He is
concerned with where the sppll-
cants are from rather than what
their names ase,

Mrs. Weimerslage disagroes
with Ellison's contention that
the city's housing needs have
been fulfilled. She sald there are
persons [rom the city and the
county on the waiting list for
housing.

Since federal funds are used
for the projects, she added, the
housing authority cannot dis
criminate based on residency
However, the authoritiy has set
up its own policy and persons

Angle Wetmerslage

lower priority on the list of ap-
c}innis than city residents, Mrx

eimersiage said,
Mrs W

also said

Kelth Ellison

set up 20 years ago for the pur-
pose al providing housing for the
poople of the county of La
Crosse

who live outside tha city have a the clty bousing authority was  The city bousing authority has

627 housing unils and the county
housing awthority has 65 rental
units

Roland Solberg, chairman of
the county housing asthority
said the county is seeking mare
housing as is the ¢lty. However
it is not alwsys a question of
need, he sald, dbut of the avalls
bility of federal money

He added the city s {ortunate
to be in a priority position for
funding

“It’s federal and state mon.
ey, Solberg said. ~'1 don't now
how you could tell them (the ap-
plicants for subsidized hoasing)
to go elsewhere.”

Ellison said he became con-
cerned over who is living io the
houstng units when his mother,
who lived in Spencer, came Ly
live with him and was told by a
social warker she should apply

to live in one of the city’s elderiy
housing units

Diase Collins, a social service
aid with the La Crosse Coumty
Soclal Services Department, sald
the department has referred per
sors from outside the county to
the housing autharity. but she
said the spplicant must first es-
tablish county residency

Someone Living with a relative
would quality, for instance, but a
person commuting  from La
Crescent, Minn., would not, she
explained

Mrs. Collins sabd she has no
idea of the breakdown on the
number of city residents versus
nan-residents who apply ta live
in the housing units. She sald the
information could be obtained
through her office, but It wosuld
require a ''lot of digging” and
tracing the cases of esch social
worker

She said mames, not locations
Individuals, are con-

of the

ElBson wants to find out f La
Crosse has fulfilled the need for
public housing for its own res-
dents. he said. If it has, be be
Leves additional bousing should
be built in the surrounding areas
rather than in La Crosse

If the howsing authority con-
timees to bulld more units within
the city Umits, Eflison believes it

(‘entinued on next page

* Residency queried

will take away more of the Lax
base and ultimately force more
eiderly residents from their
homes. He sald more units also
mean the city mus! furnish more
palice and {ire protection and
ulilities, which require extra tax
dollars

The point is, we've got to in
crease the tax base in the oty if
the slderly are to remain in thele
homes, Instead of taxing them
oul of their homes," Ellison
wuid

Carol Reynosa. special ussist.
ant 1o the area director of the
Milwankee HUD office, said she
sees no confidentiality problems
i releasing the information Ell
100 has requested

I ran see questioning giving
oul mames.” Ms Reynosa said
‘But with numbers | see no
problems. '

She added i may require
some record searching om the
part of the housing office, but &s
long 28 names are not associated

with where the applicants are
from, she wouldn't refuse, if the
request were made through her
office

However, Ms Reynosa ssid
her office cannot require the jo-
cal housing authaority to glve out
the information if it refuses

Ms. Reynosa sald residents
within a city are generally given
first priority an the housing lists
but it is up to the local housing
aathority to establish its own ad-
ministrative policy. She added
that anyane may apply

Elfison said he intends to in-
troduce  legishation  through
which the Common Council will
make a request for the figures be
has requested from the howsing
authority

“1 think 1t should be made
poblic,” Ellison sald. If the resi-
dency question isn't resolved the
clty's bow-cost housing may be
taking in persons from within a
50-mike areq around the city, be
added
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La Crosse Tribune, 1987-1988; La Crosse - Ordinances - Zoning Clipping File, LPL Archives.

h compmbunivt study of zoni

Laws

would

(" {- AN~ :/)“ia' 1 AR

protect

single-family areas

By GARY RADLOFF ".:)
Of the Tribune stall

Cily ordinances attempling to reduce the
encroachment of duplex bomes and apart-
ments into snglefamily residential neighbor-
boods were passed by the La Crosse Plan
Commission Monday.

The commission appeovesd the final peeces
of legislation stemming from a ycar long,
ordinances.

nd heusi
LAY @18 nv‘-h?“g

The major part of the plan approved Mon-
day is a ciywide zoning map study stlempt-
ing 1o ereate o more standard zoning plan for
the city. \=S.aa

A mayoral veto looms over the plan be-
cause 3t may change the 20ning designation
for large parts of the city.

The zoniesg map change may create more
greas wned for single-family hames, There s
currently only one area of he city zoned sin-
gle-famsly -

The building of apartments and duplexes is
restricted in gingle-family zoned areas.

“There is a lot of erosion of single-lamily
neighborheods,” sald Ron Bracegirdle, city
plonning director. “The existing (sening’ or-
dinances dd et envision as many multi-
family dwellings as we have had.”

Bracegirdle said the existing city zoning
map was drawn sometime in the 1950,

Mayor Patrick Zielke said he objecls lo
city government telling people the zoning on
their home has changed because the city re
drew ils zoning map.

"Are we doing more than we noed? | think
the only problems are In the wniversily
area,"” Zwlke said.

But wther members of the plan commission
S4Y 3 pew clly woeing map is needed.

"It ws loeg overdue for the ety to do some-
Ibung like that,” said Don Meinert, & commis-
glon member,

“There are certain sections of the city oc-
cupied by middle-aged people. When they die

the house will probably be purchased .., then
frve more students will move in,'",

Bracegirdle said changes need Lo be made
in the soming map to prevenl more hagh-denss.
ly housing such as duplexes and apartments
replacing single-family homes.

“There will be substantial zeming charges
and this will reduce the allowable deosity,”
Bracegrdie said,

The commission apgroved legislation that
takes a two-pronged approach to the problem.

Tha first ordinance addressing the problem
would change the city zeaing map, This
would likely result in more areas zoned for
single-family homes,

Most city homes are n arcas zoned ress
dence district, which which allows a variety
of uses such &5 duplexes and larger aparl-
ments 8

The second piece of Jegislation would re-
quare a condibional use permit for any owner-
occupled home In slegle-family or residence
pord districts to be leased or eccupied by
more than two warelated people,

This conditional we requirement also seis
standards by which the permit could be
granted or denied.

The standards are rather general and sub-
xot to interpretation with language such as
the new use of a honve shouwld “'not be delri-
meoial to or endasger the public bealth, safe-
ty, morals, comfart or general welfare '

The plan commission and council still
would be interpreting whether &  weing
change runs contrary Lo [he standards,

Council member Shirley Haas (8th Dis.
tract) said the proposed zowang map change
will be hard to pass if the mayor opposes it,

Sull, the conditional wse requirement on
apartments wilh mece than two uncelated
people may serve the purpese of controlling
the encroachment of duplexbs and apart-
monts in singe-family neighborhwods.

The Jegislation next will be considered by
the La Crosse Common Council.
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Poster exhibit + reflection

o Explore primary sources on the posters

o Use Primary Source Notepad to guide your reflection

%y Beyond the Blue P rint 2025 Habitat for Humanity Midwest Regional Conference



Next steps

Beyond the B | ueprint 2025 Habitat for Humanity Midwest Regional Conference



Calls to action

I Habitat for Humanity’

of the Greater La Crosse Region

Then + Now: Housing Access, Insecurity, and Discrimination in La Crosse

Thank you for attending
Then + Now

Thank you for attending Then + Now: Housing Access, Insecurity,
and Discrimination in La Crosse! By working together, we can
advocate for more equitable, affordable housing in our community.

View Slides Here

Beyond the B | ueprint 2025 Habitat for Humanity Midwest Regional Conference

-~ La Crosse Habitat is with Couleecap, Inc. and Karuna Inc.

&9 December 9,2024-Q

Want to support more affordable housing in La Crosse? Take action now! This Thursday, the La Crosse
City Council will consider an ordinance change to remove required minimums for off-street residential
parking.

Habitat for Humanity and our housing partners support this effort. Parking requirements gobble up
valuable space, raise construction costs, and limit the amount of housing we can build. If you feel
similarly, please consider emailing all council members at zzcouncilmembers@cityoflacrosse.org.

Learn more about this issue (and even find a sample letter of support!) right here:
https://bit.ly/lacrosseparking

db



Education + outreach

[La Crosse
Housing Week

Beyond the Blueprint ‘ 2025 Habitat for Humanity Midwest Regional Conference

7

Storytime for Adults

Turtie Stock Brawing

APINL IS, 2025
30 M - 800 PM

Sponscred by the Lo Crossa Pubiic Ubrory
Wy should childran hava ol the fun?
‘Brorytima for AXUR’ s going homa” this
ﬂiﬂﬂilmﬂlg
meoning.—

"

Rood More
. . ‘|
Y
" A'l
.
%
¥
. ‘
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Housing on Tap:
Solutions for All Life
Stages
Coppsiia Events Cantar
APRIL 30, 2026
&30P - B00 PM

Sponscrad by AARP Wisconsin What bottos
way to laam about housing than a ttie trivia?
Join us for on f'un avaning of trivia fooused on

housing far ofl e stogea!_

=

Missing Middle
Housing Tour

Woigent-Hogan Naighborhood

APRIL28, 2025
500 FM - 200 FMd

Mizsing middie” describas housing typas that
affer multipla units ot @ Modaest scaka within
axisting naighihorhoods, Think dupiases,
triploses, ocoRssory dwaling unila, ond small
apanmant buildings. Historioally, it would
hova_

il
Let’s Taco ‘Bout ADUs

Pump Housa Regional Asts Cantar

MAY1, 2025
1200 PM - 100 M

SporGorad bry AARF Wisconsin Join us foro
dolicious taco lunch whika loorming off about
occassory dwaling units (ADUS). Discover
genaral insights and diva into the datalis on
oonstructing ADUs_

Room to Grow: How
Zoning Affects Our
Environment

Tha Notura Floce

APl 30,2028
200 AM - 30 AM

Sponsorad by The Natuss Place Zoning
datarminas wharne and how nacrly avarything
= bulk in our communiios. In Lo Crasse,
whara our baloved biutts, rivers, and marnsh
provida immanae anvironmontol_

Then + Now: Housing
Access, Affordability,
and Discrimination in
La Crosse

Lo Crossa Public Library Main Branch

MAY 2, 2005
250 AM - It30 AM

Than & Now s o workshop about housing in
Lo Crosse, past and presant. in this workshop,
wa will 1ok o our looal history 10 deapen our

undarstonding of currant




Advancing Black Homeownership grant

With grant funding, our affiliate aims to:

J Assess homeownership application experience
J Host DEIB trainings with staff and board
d Share findings publicly

Beyond the Blue P rint 2025 Habitat for Humanity Midwest Regional Conference



Take it back home!

W Beyond the BIueprint | 2025 Habitat for Humanity Midwest Regional Conference



Learn about racial discrimination in your
community

o Public libraries
o City, county, or state historical society
o Local college or university

Mapping Inequality Mapping Prejudice Sundown Towns by State

,f/% Beyond the B | uep rint | 2025 Habitat for Humanity Midwest Regional Conference



Thank you!

w Blueprint 2025 Habitat for Humanity Midwest Regional Conference




Contact me

Natalie Heneghan
Natalie @habitatlacrosse.org

Blueprint 2025 Habitat for Humanity Midwest Regional Conference
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